June 17, 2026

President Donald J. Trump

The White House

Washington, D.C.

Subject: The Real Issue Is Not Individuals—It Is the Constitution
Dear Mr. President,

As you move forward with your proposed fourteen-point Memorandum of Understanding with
Iran, opponents of this initiative have once again emerged from every corner of the political
spectrum. From Deutsche Welle and the BBC to commentators on CNN, Fox News, and
countless others, the same old narratives and slogans are being repeated.

Yet a fundamental question remains unanswered:
If neither war nor the status quo is acceptable, what is the alternative?

During the past five decades, nearly every policy has been tried: sanctions, negotiations,
military threats, diplomatic engagement, economic pressure, and proxy conflicts. Despite all
these efforts, the underlying problem remains unresolved.

The reason is simple.
The problem is not individuals. The problem is the Constitution.

Over the years, presidents, ministers, military commanders, and negotiators have come and
gone. Some were considered hardliners, others moderates. Some spoke of dialogue, others of
resistance. Yet the result has remained largely the same.

Why?
Because individuals change, but the structure does not.

The root of the crisis lies within a constitutional framework that defines the political and
ideological direction of the Islamic Republic. As long as that framework remains intact, changing
personalities cannot produce lasting change.

Governments may change. Leaders may change. Agreements may be signed. Yet the same
constitutional structure continues to reproduce the same cycle of tension, confrontation, and
mistrust.

For years | have asked a simple question:



Why does no one discuss the Constitution itself?

Why do the media spend endless hours discussing elections, factions, personalities, and
negotiations while ignoring the document from which these policies originate?

If the objective is genuine peace, regional stability, and a better future for the Iranian people,
attention must shift from personalities to structures.

In my view, the principal battlefield is not in the Persian Gulf, not in nuclear facilities, and not in
the streets of Tehran. The principal battlefield is within the Constitution of the Islamic Republic
itself.

For this reason, the real solution is neither war nor the preservation of the status quo.

The solution is the formation of a Constituent Assembly to draft a new constitution founded
upon popular sovereignty, human rights, religious freedom, equality before the law, peaceful
relations with neighboring nations, and constructive engagement with the world.

| support your efforts because they create an opportunity to move beyond temporary
arrangements and address the root causes of the conflict.

If the international community genuinely seeks lasting change, it must ask a simple question:
Is Iran's problem a handful of individuals?

Or is it a constitutional structure that continues to reproduce the same policies regardless of
who occupies public office?

My answer is clear:
The problem is not individuals. The problem is the Constitution.

Respectfully,

Sohrab ChamanAra

Iranian-American Engineer and Author

Author of "Mr. Ayatollah, Tear Down This Constitution"
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