The Battlefield Is Not the Persian Gulf — The Battlefield Is Iran’s Constitution
March 16, 2026
Mr. President,

The conflict with the Islamic Republic of Iran did not begin with its nuclear facilities or its missile
program. The true battlefield was established in the summer of 1979, when the Assembly of
Experts began drafting the constitution of the Islamic Republic.

At that time, many U.S. policymakers were distracted by the formation of the temporary
government in Tehran and reassured by the presence of a few ministers who appeared friendly
toward the United States. While attention was focused on those political developments, the far
more consequential struggle was unfolding quietly: the writing of a constitution designed to
institutionalize the absolute authority of the Ayatollahs.

History teaches a critical lesson: whoever writes the constitution of a revolution ultimately wins
the revolution itself.

That constitutional battle was effectively secured for Ayatollah Khomeini after the brutal
suppression in Kurdistan and the death of Ayatollah Taleghani, one of the few influential clerics
who had spoken about freedom and constitutional limits on power. From that moment forward,
the ideological framework of the regime became embedded in the constitutional structure of
the state.

In our Cyrus Force report “The Road Map”, we present historical documents and images from
that decisive period. The broader strategic analysis is also explained in our two reports, “The
Road Map” and “Iran & The West”, available for download on the Cyrus Force website.

For more than twenty years we have argued that meaningful and lasting change in Iran can only
occur through constitutional transformation inside Iran itself—through the formation of a
Constitutional Assembly.

The only country capable of compelling the Ayatollahs to accept such a process is the United
States, through targeted smart sanctions against the regime’s oligarchic elite. These individuals
have stolen and transferred enormous wealth from Iran, depositing nearly one trillion dollars
into Western financial systems while the Iranian people struggle under economic hardship.

Recently, Iran’s foreign minister publicly repeated language taken directly from the constitution
of the Islamic Republic, threatening that the regime could bring conflict to American interests
anywhere in the world.



This statement should not be viewed as new rhetoric or media sensationalism. It reflects a
doctrine that has been embedded within the constitutional ideology of the Islamic Republic for
more than four decades.

Mr. President,
The battlefield is not the Persian Gulf.
The battlefield is Iran’s Constitution.

Changing that battlefield would change the future of Iran and reshape the strategic balance of
the Middle East without the need for war. It would move the struggle from military
confrontation to constitutional transformation.

Only President Trump has the courage and vision to redefine the battlefield in this way.
Respectfully,

Sohrab ChamanAra www.CyrusForce.org
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