July 19, 2026

The Honorable Donald J. Trump s d (oa\d 4ad i
President of the United States

CC: The Honorable JD Vance, Vice President

The Honorable Marco Rubio, Secretary of State

Mr. President,

In yesterday’s letter, | explained how misinformation from three influential sources has
repeatedly diverted American policy from solving the Iran problem toward permanently
managing it. Your objective, like those of Presidents Eisenhower and Reagan, should be to solve
a historic problem, not leave another endless crisis to future presidents.

| therefore ask you several questions.

Have you ever heard the wealthy and highly visible Iranian-American opposition organizations
tell Congress or American presidents: “Before discussing bombs, missiles, sanctions, or regime
change, please read the Constitution of the Islamic Republic”?

Has anyone told you that its preamble and multiple articles institutionalize a revolutionary
mission beyond Iran’s borders and provide the foundation for decades of confrontation with
America?

Did American intelligence agencies ever tell presidents that the hostage crisis, support for
armed proxies, attacks that killed American servicemen, and the endless “Death to America”
ideology are not simply actions of individual clerics, but products of a political system whose
Constitution perpetuates this mission?

Has anyone told you that an agreement signed by the Islamic Republic that fundamentally
contradicts its constitutional system may become little more than a temporary ceasefire?

Before America and Israel attacked Iran, did anyone warn you that the regime’s hardest-line
clerics might actually welcome a foreign attack? Saddam Hussein’s invasion helped a vulnerable
revolutionary government mobilize the Iranian people, crush its opponents, and consolidate
power for decades. Some extremists may have prayed for America to repeat Saddam’s historic
mistake.

During the past year, did anyone tell you:

CHANGE THE BATTLEFIELD FROM THE PERSIAN GULF TO THE CONSTITUTION?



Mr. President, even destroying Iran’s military facilities and infrastructure does not guarantee
surrender. In the regime’s ideology, death can be glorified as martyrdom. After eight devastating
years of war, Ayatollah Khomeini described accepting peace as “drinking the poisoned chalice.”

Why should peace be poison?
The answer lies in the ideological system he created.

The fundamental problem of Iran is rooted in the Constitution of the Islamic Republic. Facilities
can be bombed, commanders killed, banks sanctioned, and nuclear programs delayed. But
while the system producing confrontation remains intact, the crisis will return.

| do not primarily blame foreign powers for pursuing their national interests. My strongest
criticism is directed at the Iranian opposition abroad, particularly in America.

For nearly half a century, they have produced endless conferences, television programs,
organizations, and self-proclaimed leaders. Yet when Iran desperately needed an intelligent
alternative to war, too many offered Washington personalities instead of a roadmap.

Their conduct has gone beyond ignorance, incompetence, personal ambition, and competition
for cameras. If their failure to present a peaceful alternative contributes to the destruction of
Iran, future historians may use a harsher word: betrayal.

Mr. President, | do not ask you to believe me.

Ask independent experts to read the Constitution of the Islamic Republic, especially its
preamble and provisions defining its revolutionary mission. Then ask:

Why, after nearly half a century of confrontation, has this document never been placed at the
center of American Iran policy?

If neither war nor the status quo is acceptable, what is the alternative?
Change the battlefield from the Persian Gulf to the Constitution.

Support Iranians demanding a Constituent Assembly to write a new constitution. Target the
regime’s corrupt oligarchs and stolen wealth with smart sanctions instead of punishing an entire
nation. Let the Iranian people determine their own future.

Great presidents do not merely manage permanent crises. They remove the causes that keep
producing them.
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English Translation of the Original Persian Letter, Which Exceeds 4,000 Characters

The Honorable Donald J. Trump
President of the United States of America

CC:
The Honorable JD Vance, Vice President of the United States
The Honorable Marco Rubio, Secretary of State

Mr. President,

In my letter to you yesterday, I explained how, for nearly half a century, incomplete information,
biased analyses, and misleading narratives coming through several different channels have
prevented American presidents from recognizing the true root of the Iran crisis. I also explained
how those same forces may once again divert your great and intelligent objective—an objective |
compare to President Eisenhower’s determination to recognize the danger posed by powerful
entrenched structures and President Reagan’s resolve to end seemingly permanent
confrontations—from the path of “solving a problem” to the path of “managing a permanent
crisis.”

Today, I would like to ask you only a few questions.

During all the years that various Iranian-American groups, organizations, foundations, think
tanks, and colorful personalities have circulated through Washington, have you ever once heard
any of them stand before the U.S. Congress, write in a major publication, deliver a public speech,
or meet with American officials and say:

“Gentlemen, before we talk about bombs, missiles, sanctions, war, and regime change, please
read the Constitution of the Islamic Republic™?

Has anyone told you that the Constitution of the Islamic Republic is not merely a domestic
document for governing Iran, but that its preamble and several of its articles define an
ideological and transnational mission for the government—a mission that has institutionalized
the political and legal foundations for permanent hostility toward the United States and the
export of the revolution?

Has anyone told you that the seizure of the American Embassy, the slogan “Death to America,”
support for armed groups, proxy attacks, the deaths of American servicemen in Lebanon, and
decades of hostility toward the United States cannot simply be reduced to the behavior of a few
clerics, a few commanders, or one particular leader? This policy is rooted in the legal and
ideological structure of the Islamic Republic.

Have the American intelligence services—which for years have derived part of their
understanding of Iranian society from wealthy, influential, and loud organizations, groups, and
personalities outside Iran—ever told American presidents that before designing an Iran policy,



they should place the Constitution of the Islamic Republic on the table and examine it article by
article?

Has anyone told you that any political agreement with the Islamic Republic, if it conflicts with
its constitutional requirements and power structure, may amount to little more than a temporary
ceasefire?

Before the American and Israeli attack on Iran, did anyone warn you that the most hardline
forces within the Islamic Republic might actually welcome a foreign attack? Did anyone explain
how Saddam Hussein’s invasion of Iran gave a government struggling with serious internal
crises after the revolution a national war, allowing it to suppress its opponents and consolidate its
power for years?

Did anyone tell you that some hardline clerics may pray at night for America to attack Iran, so
that the same blessing and miracle Saddam once delivered to the Islamic Republic might be
repeated—this time by the United States and Israel?

Mr. President,

During the past year, among all these self-proclaimed leaders of Iran, all these opposition groups,
conferences, television networks, foundations, lobbyists, analysts, and experts, did anyone tell
you:

“Move the battlefield from the Persian Gulf to the Constitution of the Islamic Republic”?

Did anyone suggest that instead of dropping billion-dollar bombs on Iran, you should place
before the Iranian people and the world the very document from which the Islamic Republic
derives its legitimacy and ideological mission?

Did anyone tell you that even if Iran’s entire infrastructure were destroyed and even millions of
Iranians were killed, a government that calls death in the service of ideology “martyrdom” would
not necessarily surrender?

Did anyone remind you that after eight years of war and hundreds of thousands of deaths,
Ayatollah Khomeini compared accepting peace to “drinking a cup of poison”? Have we ever
asked ourselves why peace should be “poison” to the founder of a government?

The answer must be sought in that same system of thought and in that same Constitution.
Mr. President,

Iran’s fundamental problem is rooted in the Constitution of the Islamic Republic, and any

discussion that avoids addressing the root of this nearly half-century catastrophe is nothing more
than pounding water in a mortar—a futile exercise that accomplishes nothing.



Facilities can be bombed. Commanders can be killed. Banks can be sanctioned. Oil tankers can
be seized. A nuclear program can be delayed for a few months. But as long as the engine that
produces this hostility continues to run, the crisis will return again under another name and in
another form.

My principal criticism is not directed at foreign countries or foreign powers. Every government
and every political force, rightly or wrongly, pursues its own interests. We cannot expect them to
care more about Iran’s future than Iranians themselves.

But the story of this so-called “Compo-sition”—this “0 s 5:8”—outside Iran, particularly the
loud and self-important crowd based in the United States, is different.

This crowd has had nearly half a century. It has spoken billions of words, produced thousands of
hours of television programming, organized hundreds of conferences, and walked the corridors
of Washington from one office to another. Yet many of them have still been unable—or
unwilling—to place the simplest truth before American policymakers: Iran’s problem is not
merely one individual. It is not merely Khamenei. It is not merely the Revolutionary Guard. It is
not merely the nuclear program. The root lies in a structure that continually reproduces all of
them.

This is no longer merely ignorance.
This is no longer merely incompetence.

This is no longer merely vanity, ambition, competition for television cameras, fundraising, or the
effort to present oneself as the “future leader of Iran.”

When a country stands on the brink of war and destruction, and those who claim to represent its
people devote their energy not to presenting a rational roadmap to prevent catastrophe, but
instead to rivalry, self-promotion, eliminating one another, and selling their personal fantasies to
foreign politicians, history has every right to judge them more harshly.

I do not know what history will call the performance of this “Compo-sition” during this period.
Perhaps “ignorance.” Perhaps “incompetence.” Perhaps “opportunism.” And perhaps, if the
result of all this noise, vanity, and self-interest is the destruction of Iran and the deaths of
innocent people, future generations will choose a more bitter word:

Betrayal.

Mr. President,

I am not asking you to accept my argument.

I have only one request:



Give the Constitution of the Islamic Republic to your independent experts. Ask them to examine
its preamble and the articles concerning its transnational mission, the structure of the
Guardianship of the Islamic Jurist, and the armed forces.

Then ask your advisers:

Why, in nearly half a century of American policymaking toward Iran, has this document never
been placed at the center of the American debate?

And then ask yourself:

If war is unacceptable, and continuation of the status quo is also unacceptable, what is the third
way?

My answer is the same one [ have repeated for a long time:
Move the battlefield from the Persian Gulf to the Constitution of the Islamic Republic.

Amplify the voice of the Iranian people calling for a Constituent Assembly and the drafting of a
new Constitution.

Instead of punishing an entire nation, use smart sanctions to target the stolen wealth of the
Iranian people and those who possess it.

Let the Iranian people themselves decide the future of their country.

You can do what great leaders do at historic moments: not manage yet another crisis, but
eliminate the cause that continually produces the crisis.

Respectfully,

Sohrab ChamanAra

Author of

“Mr. Ayatollah, Tear Down This Constitution”



