Subject: President Cyrus or Alexander?
April 1, 2026

Dear President Trump,

How do you wish to be remembered: as a modern-day Cyrus the Great—respected as a
liberator and builder—or in the image of Alexander, remembered for conquest and destruction?

For nearly a decade, many have seen in your leadership the qualities of Cyrus: strength
combined with restraint, and power guided by purpose. When the most powerful military in
modern history, under your command, defeated ISIS, it demonstrated not only military
superiority, but the potential for something greater.

With the support of retired General Paul Vallely and Stand Up America, we proposed a large-
scale development initiative for Syria—to show the world that the United States military can
also lead in rebuilding, not just warfare.

Inspired by your environmental vision at Davos, we also outlined a plan for retired U.S. military
officers to lead a continental reforestation effort—from Morocco to Sudan—transforming
deserts into productive agricultural zones.

Thomas Jefferson was known to admire Cyrus the Great, and his writings reflect an awareness
of models of governance beyond his time.

In contrast, Alexander’s legacy in Iran is remembered not for what he built, but for what he
destroyed. Yet from that destruction, Iran rose again—like the mythical phoenix—through the
Parthian Empire, which endured for centuries.

Mr. President,

Today, the direction of U.S. policy toward Iran will help define your place in history. Military
power alone may win battles, but it does not secure legacy.

There is another path—the constitutional path. The Iranian people are not asking for war. Their
fundamental demands are dignity, representation, and an end to the system that has brought
them decades of hardship.

| respectfully urge you: do not allow conditions that would push Iran toward prolonged internal
conflict or partisan warfare. Instead, give the Iranian people the opportunity to rebuild their
nation free from the failures of the current regime.

History will remember your choice.

Respectfully,
Sohrab ChamanAra www.CyrusForce.org



http://www.cyrusforce.org/
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