The Battlefield Is Not the Persian Gulf — The Battlefield Is Iran’s Constitution
The Real Battlefield Is the Constitution

March 17, 2026

Dear Mr. President,

When crises deepen and tensions rise around Iran, public debate often focuses on immediate
events: military actions, political leaders, or diplomatic confrontations. Yet the deeper cause of
the conflict between the Islamic Republic and the West lies elsewhere.

The real battlefield is the Constitution of the Islamic Republic.

For more than four decades, policymakers have attempted to change Iran’s behavior through
pressure on individual leaders, negotiations with different administrations, or shifts in
diplomatic strategy. Yet the fundamental direction of the regime has remained largely
unchanged.

This continuity is not accidental. It is rooted in the constitutional structure created in 1979.

The Constitution of the Islamic Republic was not designed simply as a legal framework for
governance. It institutionalized the doctrine of Velayat-e Faqgih and embedded ideological
hostility toward the United States and its allies into the very structure of the state. In such a
system, even elected officials operate within boundaries defined by unelected ideological
authority.

As long as that constitutional structure remains intact, no Iranian leader—regardless of personal
inclination—has the authority to fundamentally alter the system’s strategic direction.

This is why replacing individuals or negotiating with successive administrations rarely produces
lasting change.

Meaningful transformation requires addressing the structural foundation of the regime itself.

Many Iranian thinkers and activists have therefore argued that the most peaceful and realistic
path toward stability is the formation of a Constitutional Assembly (Moassesan) capable of
drafting a new constitutional framework based on popular sovereignty and democratic
governance.

History offers many examples of nations emerging from prolonged crises through constitutional
transformation. Spain after Franco, South Africa after apartheid, and many countries in Eastern
Europe after the collapse of communist regimes all followed this path.

Iran is no exception.



If the international community truly wishes to support the Iranian people and encourage long-
term stability, it must recognize a simple reality:

Iran’s problem is not merely its leaders.
Iran’s problem is the constitutional structure that produces them.

Mr. President, the Iranian people are not the regime that rules them. But the regime behaves
exactly as its constitution was designed to behave.

Until that structure changes, the cycle of confrontation is likely to continue.
Change the Constitution — Change Iran’s Future.
Respectfully,

Sohrab ChamanAra
Cyrus Force www.cyrusforce.org
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