February 4, 2026

Attention: Iranian American

Nasser Khusraw Qubadiani, a thousand years ago, told a story that still haunts
Iranian politics today: fleeing the tyranny of one power and seeking refuge in
another—refuge that promised liberation but became a new source of suffering.

He expressed it poetically yet relentlessly:

“When hope from kings and nobles failed my heart,

| turned to those in robes and turbans.

But nothing came of it but pain and sorrow,

From the one | approached in hope of healing.

From king to cleric, my journey was the same—

From fear of ants, | found myself in the mouth of a dragon.”

Ferdowsi, in the Shahnameh, repeatedly warns that evil often comes dressed as a
saint. From the story of Zahhak onward, this theme recurs throughout Iranian
history: danger rarely appears as itself; it arrives with a smiling face.

Poor Jimmy Carter never saw a “saint” or a “devil”—only Gandhi remembered
him. In Iran, until April 1, 1979, the slogan was: “When the demon leaves, the
angel will arrive.”

The angel came—but by summer 1979, with the drafting of the Islamic Republic’s
constitution, the Iranian people found themselves once again in the dragon’s
mouth.

Since then, protest, strike, and bloodshed have been daily realities. Thousands
have died; many more suffer in silence. Meanwhile, the regime’s leaders quietly
and brazenly plunder the country, shielded by law and public apathy.



This looting is not accidental. It is built into the constitution, which grants vast
powers to the clerical class. Clerics and their families, through legal shares of
public wealth—khums and beyond—and networks like Ayandeh Bank, Ali Ansari,
Babak Zanjani, Khavari, Chai Dabash, and hundreds more, have placed the people
in the dragon’s mouth while enjoying luxury in safe capitals and private islands.

The unprotected Iranian people—mostly below the poverty line, risking their lives
on the streets—have witnessed a new kind of intellectual degradation: endless
news commentary, self-aggrandizing analysis, reckless predictions about “U.S.
policy,” and, even worse, seeking refuge in figures who once called the closest
members of the previous regime “scoundrels.”

Yet reality is stubborn. From the protests of Ayatollah Taleghani and the people of
Kurdistan in summer 1979, to the Green Movement, the 14-signatory declaration,
and the Mahsa Amini uprising, one demand has consistently emerged among
Iran’s thinkers and activists:

the formation of a Constituent Assembly and the rewriting of the constitution.

This is neither an emotional slogan nor a romantic dream. It is the point where
history, experience, and political reason converge.

Any article, speech, or interview that ignores the need for a Constituent Assembly
and constitutional reform is nothing but pounding water in a mortar—or, as the
locals say, grinding sand.

Iran’s problem is not a shortage of analysts, pundits, or self-proclaimed
“Kissingers.” Its problem is the inability—or unwillingness—to call the root of the
disaster by its real name.

Sohrab ChamanAra

www.CyrusForce.org
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