June 24, 2026

The Honorable Donald J. Trump

President of the United States

Cc: Vice President J.D. Vance

Secretary of State Marco Rubio

Members of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee

**Subject: The Art of War and the Iranian Question**
*"The supreme art of war is to subdue the enemy without fighting."*
— Sun Tzu

*"If you know the enemy and know yourself, you need not fear the result of a hundred
battles."*

— Sun Tzu
Mr. President,

Since the rise of the modern Iranian state in the sixteenth century, Iran has played a significant
role in the balance of power between East and West. Throughout centuries of conflict and
empire, the Iranian nation preserved its identity, resisted foreign domination, and often stood as
a barrier against forces that threatened both its independence and regional stability.

In the modern era, Iran lived under the influence of great powers, first Britain and Russia, and
later became deeply entangled in the strategic interests of the United States and the global
military-industrial establishment.

Contrary to the rhetoric that has dominated headlines since 1979, the relationship between Iran
and the West has been far more complex than a simple story of friendship before the
Revolution and hostility afterward. While political leaders exchanged hostile words, the
continuing crises, confrontations, and regional conflicts often served the interests of those who
benefited from perpetual tension.

Before 1979, the Shah engaged in a costly military buildup, purchasing enormous quantities of
weapons in a regional rivalry with Saddam Hussein. Yet military strength without a clear
national strategy ultimately proved unsustainable. History demonstrates that nations cannot
secure their future merely by buying weapons; they must understand the purpose for which
power is acquired.



The events of the past forty-seven years are well known and available to anyone willing to study
the historical record. Yet for decades, many policymakers and commentators have relied on the
same assumptions and narratives to advocate confrontation, sanctions, and war as the only
available options.

Today, President Trump has an opportunity to demonstrate what Sun Tzu called *The Art of
War*:

*"The supreme art of war is to subdue the enemy without fighting."*

For nearly half a century, war advocates have repeatedly pushed the United States toward
military confrontation in the Middle East. Yet lasting peace cannot be achieved through endless
conflict. Success requires understanding both the adversary and ourselves.

As Secretary of State Marco Rubio recently stated during Senate testimony, the Executive
Branch is not obligated to publicly reveal every aspect of its strategy. That principle reflects
another lesson from Sun Tzu: effective strategy requires patience, discipline, and an
understanding that not every plan can be debated before it is executed.

To contribute to that understanding, | have compiled my two books and many letters into a
single volume entitled:

**Mr. Ayatollah, Tear Down This Constitution**

The purpose of this book is simple: to help readers understand the true source of the conflict—
the constitutional structure that has institutionalized hostility toward the West and prevented
Iran from becoming a normal nation among nations.

| respectfully encourage critics and supporters alike to study the roots of the problem,
understand the nature of the challenge, and join the effort to pursue a peaceful constitutional
solution rather than another cycle of war and crisis.

As Sun Tzu taught us:

*"If you know the enemy and know yourself, you need not fear the result of a hundred
battles."*

Respectfully,
Sohrab ChamanAra**
Author of *Mr. Ayatollah, Tear Down This Constitution*
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