June 19, 2026

The Honorable Donald J. Trump

President of the United States

Cc: Vice President J.D. Vance

Secretary of State Marco Rubio

Members of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee

**Subject: Have We Read the Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Iran?**

Mr. President,

It is time to ask a simple but essential question of your critics and of those who do not
understand your ultimate objective in dealing with Iran:

**Have they read the Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Iran?**

Do they know that the Iranian regime behaves largely in accordance with the principles and
mandates contained in its constitution?

Do they know that when this constitution was debated and imposed in the summer of 1979,
many protesters were killed while much of the Western world believed that another Gandhi-like
figure had emerged in Iran?

Do they know about the mass executions carried out during the early days of the revolution and
the images that shocked the world?

Do they know that the hostage crisis and later attacks carried out by Iranian-backed groups
were not accidental deviations, but reflected the revolutionary ideology embedded in the
constitution itself?

Do they know that the roots of many regional conflicts, including the Iran-lraq War and decades
of proxy warfare, can be traced to constitutional doctrines that promote the export of the
revolution?

Do they know that many of the regime's actions during the past forty-seven years—including
support for proxy forces, militant organizations, and revolutionary expansionism—are rooted in
provisions found in the preamble and key articles of the constitution?

The failure of previous administrations and policy experts to seriously examine Iran's
constitution has contributed greatly to the challenges we face today.



The United States now has an opportunity to place the region on a more stable path.
Those who advocate military confrontation should also give peace a chance.

A lasting peace requires addressing the root cause of the problem. If the Constitution of the
Islamic Republic is replaced by a democratic constitution that respects the rights of the Iranian
people and seeks peaceful relations with the world, the strategic landscape of the Middle East
could be transformed.

In that case, the nations of the region could become natural partners of the United States rather
than perpetual adversaries.

Respectfully,
Sohrab ChamanAra*
Author of *Mr. Ayatollah, Tear Down This Constitution*
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