Subject: The Day After War: Emergence of Iran-Taliban
March 29, 2026
Mr. President,

If war with Iran continues and the country’s infrastructure is destroyed, the result will not be a
weakened regime—it will guarantee the survival of its most hardline ideology for decades. The
outcome will be the emergence of what | call an “Iran-Taliban.”

Unlike Afghanistan, Iran is not isolated or landlocked. An Iran-Taliban would sit at the center of
global geopolitics, energy routes, and military corridors. It would become a far more dangerous
and enduring source of instability, where China and Russia could advance their interests while
the United States and its allies lose strategic ground.

For decades, U.S. policy toward Iran has been based on a fundamental misunderstanding. In
Libya, Syria, and Iraq, regimes collapsed when leaders were removed. But Iran is not a personal
regime. One month after the fall of the Shah, Khomeini established a constitution that
institutionalized power under “Velayat-e Faqih.” The system does not depend on individuals—it
reproduces them.

For forty-seven years, policymakers have hoped that change in leadership—first Khomeini, then
Khamenei—would bring change in behavior. This assumption ignores the reality of Iran’s
constitutional structure.

| witnessed this dynamic firsthand. In 1998, with approval from the U.S. State Department, | led
a delegation of American business leaders to Iran during President Khatami’s tenure. Even under
a so-called moderate government, hardline elements operated freely. Among those who
confronted us at that time was Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, who later rose to become President—
one of the most loyal enforcers of that same system.

The lesson is clear: removing or replacing leaders in Iran does not change policy. The
constitution ensures continuity of ideology.

Therefore, the battlefield must change. Instead of a military confrontation in the Persian Gulf,
the focus should shift to the constitutional foundation that sustains the regime.

Respectfully,

Sohrab ChamanAra  www.CyrusForce.org



http://www.cyrusforce.org/
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