Subject: Legitimacy Is Leverage in Negotiation
April 13, 2026
Mr. President,

Your approach toward Iran—from your first term to today—demonstrates a consistent
willingness to make difficult decisions where others hesitated. Many have already
acknowledged your role in halting multiple conflicts and shifting the global balance away from
endless war.

What you are now doing with Iran resembles the work of a skilled surgeon: removing a
dangerous tumor to give the patient a chance to survive. But as in medicine, surgery alone is
not the cure. Without rehabilitation and a change in underlying conditions, the disease returns.

The root cause—the “cancer” within Iran—remains its current Constitution. Since 1979, this
framework has institutionalized hostility, exported instability, and prevented normalization with
the United States. While your policies have weakened the regime significantly, the constitutional
foundation that drives its behavior still exists.

History proves this point. The hostage crisis of the U.S. Embassy ended under pressure, yet it did
not end the regime’s conduct. From Beirut to the present day, similar patterns have continued.
These are not isolated incidents—they are the predictable outcomes of a system built on
ideological confrontation.

The current negotiators were products of that system. Their legitimacy derives not from the
Iranian people, but from a constitutional structure that mandates opposition. Even if they
agreed to your terms, there is no assurance they will uphold them. Likewise, concessions made
to them will not transform their nature.

This is where leverage exists.

If you propose a simple, time-bound condition—such as a one-month framework in which they
must initiate the formation of a Constitutional Assembly and begin removing the provisions that
mandate hostility—you introduce a test of legitimacy.

If they accept, it opens a path toward a truly representative agreement.
If they refuse, it confirms that their authority is not compatible with lasting peace.
Either outcome strengthens your position.

| offer this perspective not abstractly, but from direct experience. | have studied and engaged
deeply with both the religious and constitutional arguments used by the Iranian establishment. |
have published multiple editions of the Quran in different formats and have debated these



interpretations with members of the clerical system itself. | have seen firsthand how religion has
been used to justify political control.

A durable agreement with Iran cannot rest solely on negotiated terms—it must rest on
legitimate representation. Without that, any agreement remains temporary.

Anyone engaged in negotiations with Iran should read its Constitution carefully; doing so makes
clear that the argument presented here is not theoretical, but grounded in the regime’s own
legal foundation.

Respectfully,

Sohrab Chamanara www.CyrusForce.org
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