Dear Mr. President,

| have repeatedly emphasized—in my writings, public statements, and in several
books in both Persian and English—that the Islamic Republic stands on three
pillars: poverty, misery, and perpetual crisis.

Today, poverty and misery are visible to the naked eye inside Iran. The middle
class has practically disappeared, and according to the government’s own data,
roughly seventy percent of the population now lives below the poverty line.
Widespread addiction, suicide, and the overwhelming desire to flee the country
reflect the terrible misery into which this regime has plunged the Iranian people.

The third pillar, crisis, is explicitly embedded in the Constitution of the Islamic
Republic. From its preamble to multiple articles, “crisis” is defined as a governing
principle and a tool of survival.

Prior to the twelve-day Israeli military operation against Iran—which ended
through your decisive and surgical intervention—we warned our friends in Israel
that: “If you attack Iran, you will face the same fate as Saddam Hussein, whose
invasion of Iran ultimately cemented the mullahs’ rule.” This message caused
disappointment among many of our friends, but it was the truth.

Believe me, Mr. President: the mullahs pray and perform nightly devotions for the
day that America attacks Iran. The Iranian people have not forgotten the coup of
seventy-five years ago, and despite formal apologies, the regime continues to
exploit it as a tool for permanent hostility toward the United States.

For the leaders of this regime, the destruction of half of Iran and the death of
millions of Iranians is of no importance; the only thing that matters to them is the
survival of the regime. General Qassem Soleimani openly stated multiple times
that he was willing to sacrifice ten million Iranians in order to preserve the system.

Today, unlike previous U.S. presidents, Donald J. Trump enjoys a unique level of
popularity inside Iran and is viewed by many as a liberator. | respectfully urge you
not to let this hope turn into disappointment.

Respectfully, = Sohrab Chamanara
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