July 15, 2026

The Honorable Donald J. Trump

President of the United States

CC:

The Honorable J.D. Vance, Vice President of the United States
The Honorable Marco Rubio, Secretary of State

Members of the Senate Committee on Foreign Relations
Members of the House Committee on Foreign Affairs

Dear Mr. President,

The old school of colonialism never sought to end conflicts when those conflicts could instead
be managed, prolonged, and exploited. President Dwight D. Eisenhower understood the danger
of this system when he warned the American people about the growing influence of the
military-industrial complex. President Ronald Reagan later demonstrated that seemingly
permanent confrontations could be overcome through strength, clarity of purpose, and a
willingness to challenge the assumptions of the foreign-policy establishment.

Yet the forces that benefit from permanent confrontation have never disappeared. Over the
decades, entrenched special interests, the legacy of Kissinger-era geopolitics, elements of the
British foreign-policy establishment, hard-line Israeli interests, and the military-industrial
complex have repeatedly promoted the belief that instability in the Middle East must be
managed rather than fundamentally resolved.

Iran has paid an enormous price for this philosophy.

During the 1970s, Iran under the Shah and Irag under Saddam Hussein were heavily armed and
turned into regional military powers. Later came revolution, the Islamic Republic, the Iran-Iraq
War, terrorism, sanctions, proxy wars, and decades of confrontation. Whatever one's
interpretation of this history, the result is undeniable: nearly half a century of permanent crisis
has benefited those who thrive on permanent conflict while devastating the people of the
region.

The Islamic Republic institutionalized this confrontation in its own Constitution.

Mr. President, when you open the Constitution of the United States, you immediately read the
magnificent words:

"We the People..."

Those few words tell us the foundation of the American system: government derives its
legitimacy from the people and exists to secure liberty and the blessings of freedom.



When you open the Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Iran, however, you encounter a
lengthy ideological introduction and constitutional provisions establishing a revolutionary
mission that extends far beyond Iran's borders. For years, | have asked American policymakers
to read this Constitution and judge it for themselves.

This is not a new argument for me. | have written books, articles, and numerous letters making
the same case:

CHANGE THE BATTLEFIELD FROM THE PERSIAN GULF TO THE CONSTITUTION.

President Eisenhower warned America about the military-industrial complex. President Reagan
challenged the assumption that the Soviet confrontation had to continue forever. | believe
President Trump now has an opportunity to challenge another assumption that has dominated
Washington for decades: that permanent confrontation with Iran is inevitable.

Mr. President, you have already demonstrated to the world the extraordinary power and
technological superiority of the United States military. No serious adversary can doubt
America's military capabilities. But the greatest demonstration of American strength would now
be to prove that military power can create the conditions for a political solution rather than
another generation of war.

My letter of June 11, 2025, is in the White House archives and is also included in my recently
published book, *Mr. Ayatollah, Tear Down This Constitution*. In that letter, | warned:

"If Israel attacks Iran, it could have the same effect as Saddam Hussein's attack on Iran:
strengthening and consolidating the regime."

In subsequent letters, | repeatedly warned that the most radical elements of the Islamic
Republic could actually benefit politically from an American attack. Nearly 200 pages of my 250-
page book document letters built around essentially the same argument:

CHANGE THE BATTLEFIELD FROM THE PERSIAN GULF TO THE CONSTITUTION.

| watch CNN, Fox News, VOA, and BBC, and | am deeply disappointed by how little attention is
given to the political movements that have emerged from inside Iran itself. Too often, American
policymakers and commentators rely on expatriate opposition figures who have spent decades
outside the country, possess little demonstrated political organization inside Iran, and cannot
credibly claim to speak for the Iranian people.

Washington should not mistake wealth, celebrity, inherited titles, television exposure, or access
to political circles for genuine representation of the Iranian people.

Do not listen only to those who shout "Death to America." They are repeating an ideology
institutionalized by the Islamic Republic.



Listen also to the Iranians who have demanded fundamental constitutional change since the
summer of 1979.

Listen to those whose resistance was answered with executions.
Listen to the fourteen activists who publicly demanded fundamental political change in 2019.

Listen to the hundreds of activists, intellectuals, university professors, lawyers, and civil-society
figures who have called for structural change.

Listen to courageous women such as Nasrin Sotoudeh and Narges Mohammadi.

And listen to the hundreds who, even during the conflict of 2026, continued demanding the
formation of a Constituent Assembly — Majles-e Mo'assesan — and a new constitution based
upon the will of the Iranian people.

Mr. President, here is the alternative that Washington has repeatedly overlooked.

The United States does not need to choose forever between war with Iran and accepting the
Islamic Republic as it is.

America can demand that the institutionalized hostility toward the United States and its allies
be removed from Iran's governing system, while supporting the Iranian people's own demand
for a freely elected Constituent Assembly.

The Iranian people themselves must decide their future system of government.

If a genuine Constituent Assembly is formed and the people of Iran freely write and ratify a new
constitution, the ideological foundation of permanent confrontation can be removed by the
Iranian people themselves.

Then America would not need to occupy Iran.

America would not need to choose Iran's leaders.
America would not need to install another government.
And America would not need another endless war.

The battlefield would finally move from missiles, warships, and the Persian Gulf to the place
where this conflict was institutionalized nearly half a century ago:

THE CONSTITUTION OF THE ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF IRAN.

Mr. President, military victories may change the balance of power for a few years. Constitutional
change, when demanded and achieved by the people themselves, can change the course of
history.



Following the warning of President Eisenhower and the courage of President Reagan, you now
have an opportunity to challenge the forces of permanent conflict and pursue something far
greater than another military confrontation:

END THE BATTLEFIELD BY CHANGING THE BATTLEFIELD.

Respectfully,
Sohrab ChamanAra
Author, *Mr. Ayatollah, Tear Down This Constitution*
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