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The Constitution of Iran and Three Historic Deceptions

The term “Constitution” has a 2,500-year history in Iranian culture, with
the Cyrus Cylinder serving as strong evidence of this heritage.

However, in the past 1,400 years, every time the Iranian people have
sought to establish a new law and replace a dictatorial system, the
result has been tragic and destructive.

First — About 1,400 years ago, Iranians — weary of the rapid changes of
kings, the weakness of young monarchs, the domination of Zoroastrian
clergy, and the century-long wars with the Romans — were searching
for a savior.

Salman-e-Mazdaki, who had fled the massacre under Khosrow
Anushirvan and was living under the protection of the Jews in Medina,
sent the Meccan verses of Quran to Iran, proclaiming the coming of
“another Messiah” to the Iranians, especially to the Daylamite Army.



When the Iranians, without resistance, seated him on the imperial
throne in Ctesiphon, the “law” in Iran took the form of Medinan Surahs
of the Quran.

Second — During the Constitutional Revolution, about 120 years ago,
through the sacrifices of its heroes, the people of Iran finally compelled
Mozaffar al-Din Shah in June 1906 to sign the Constitutional Decree,
establish a parliament, and draft a parliamentary statute.

Yet nine months later, the courtiers and clerics wrote the main articles
of the constitution, and Iran once again fell into a new kind of modern
dictatorship.

Third — In 1978-1979, the first mass demonstration of several
thousand people took place, marching from Tajrish toward Hosseiniyeh
Ershad.

Across a large banner that stretched the full width of old Shemiran
Street (now Shariati Avenue), Sahabi and Bazargan were holding the
two ends, and on it was written:

“Independence, Freedom, Constitution.”

But SAVAK, the Shah, and the British — with the endorsement of Sabet;,
who later admitted, “Khomeini was our own creation” — through
deception and manipulation, which can be clearly seen in Khomeini’s
speeches and writings in Paris and after his return to Iran until the April
1st referendum, replaced the Constituent Assembly with the Assembly
of Experts.

After the death of Ayatollah Taleghani on September 16, 1979, and
following the events of September 19, Article 5 — the rule of the jurist
(Velayat-e Fagih) — was inserted into the constitution.



Nevertheless, the Iranian people — especially the Kurds — opposed this
constitution.

Khomeini sent Khalkhali and other executioners (AhmadiNejad) to
Kurdistan and ordered all armed forces to move there, even declaring:
“Let the Navy go too.”

The massacres in Kurdistan, and the photographs of the executions,
drew worldwide attention; one of those photos even won the Pulitzer
Prize.

The Iranian people’s struggle against this constitution has now entered
its 46th year.

These protests — remembered from the Green Movement, the
Statement of the Fourteen in June 2019 calling for constitutional
change, and the massacre of November 2019 — reached their climax
with the “Woman, Life, Freedom” revolution following the killing of
Mahsa Amini.

This revolution is, at its core, a protest against Article 5 (the rule of the
jurist) and Article 8 (enjoining the good) of the constitution.

Unfortunately, two opposition groups abroad — both largely influenced
or supported by the intelligence circles linked to Rafsanjani — have,
through manipulative media games, overshadowed this genuine
people’s movement.

If these two factions remain silent, the Iranian diaspora could unite
under the single banner of “Change the Constitution” and become a
driving force for the internal movement for constitutional change.



There is, however, reason for optimism: recently, a statement signed by
800 individuals, including 180 university professors and Mousavi, who
remains under house arrest, was released.

A week later, 17 prominent women, including Nasrin Sotoudeh and
Narges Mohammadi, signed another declaration calling for a
Constituent Assembly and a new constitution.

Outside Iran, many may agree with this statement from Cyrus Force
America:

No country in the world seeks a regime change in Iran —

especially not Israel, the European nations, the Arab states, Turkey,
Russia, or China —

because all of them find their interests best served in maintaining the
current situation: a poor and weakened Iran ruled by corrupt and crisis-
creating leaders.

Cyrus Force America, which operates inside Iran under the name
Followers of Cyrus, believes that only the United States government can
set the movement for constitutional change in motion — provided that
the anti-terrorist provisions explicitly written in eight articles of Iran’s
current constitution take precedence over the interests of the Military-
Industrial Complex, which supports the clerical regime through its
business in crisis.

Within Cyrus Force, our work in the United States is focused solely on
two objectives:



Delivering a five-minute speech in the U.S. Senate — or by the President
— to expose and publicize the eight terroristic clauses of the Islamic
Republic’s constitution.

Implementing targeted and smart sanctions against the thieves and
plunderers of Iran’s national wealth.

If these two measures are pursued seriously, our mission will be
accomplished.

To illustrate the essence of this mission, it is worth recalling a historic
phrase.

In the 1992 U.S. presidential election, Bill Clinton’s campaign slogan
became a lasting proverb:

It’s the economy, stupid!

A simple yet powerful reminder that people care most about bread and
livelihood, not empty slogans.

In those same years, Khomeini famously said: “Economics is for
donkeys.”

Today, after forty years, we are all witnesses to how that contemptuous
view of the economy has brought the nation to ruin.

Perhaps it is time we said, with the same Clintonian irony:
It’s the Constitution stupid!

Because as long as this anti-freedom, anti-justice Islamic Constitution of
Iran remains in place, no reform in economics or politics is possible.

This constitution is the root of all crises.

With hope for the victory of the Iranian nation.



Cyrus Force America — Followers of Cyrus in Iran
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