Subject: Armenia — A Strategic Opportunity the United States Has Overlooked

May 7, 2026

Mr. President,

Armenia represents a unique and largely overlooked strategic opportunity for the United States.

As a historically Christian nation situated at the crossroads of the Middle East, Russia, and
Central Asia, Armenia occupies a rare geopolitical position. It is one of the few countries in the
region that has maintained pragmatic relations with both Iran and the West, while remaining
vulnerable to external influence.

Since the collapse of the Soviet Union, Armenia has been landlocked and economically
constrained, relying heavily on Russia while maintaining necessary ties with Iran. This reality has
limited Western influence at a time when regional dynamics are shifting.

In 2014, during the rise of ISIS, | outlined a long-term regional vision in my book “2020: The Fall
of the Islamic State and the Union of Armenia, Israel, and Iran.” Based on that framework, |
pursued a strategic concept centered on energy, infrastructure, and development along the
Armenia—Iran border—particularly the Arax River corridor.

Recent geopolitical developments, including European efforts to reduce Russian influence in
Armenia, confirm that the window for strategic engagement is open. However, current
infrastructure-focused initiatives—such as transit corridors linking Azerbaijan to Turkey—risk
bypassing a far more valuable opportunity.

| respectfully submit that the United States should consider a broader, more strategic approach:
The Armenia Trump Riviera Corridor

A comprehensive development initiative along the Arax River that combines energy transit,
infrastructure, and large-scale commercial investment.

This initiative would:

1- Establish a viable route for energy transit from the region toward Europe, reducing
reliance on adversarial channels.

2- Position the United States within the emerging India—Europe connectivity framework.

3- Unlock high-value economic development in a currently underutilized border region.

4- Create a major hub for tourism, commerce, and American enterprise in the South
Caucasus.



5- Most importantly, establish a visible and peaceful American presence at the northern
border of Iran—creating proximity, influence, and long-term strategic leverage without
military involvement.

Mr. President, this is not simply a development project. It is a strategic platform—one that
aligns economic investment with geopolitical influence.

At a time when great power competition is intensifying, Armenia offers the United States a rare
opportunity to expand its presence in a sensitive and critical region without direct conflict.

Respectfully,

Sohrab Chamanara www.CyrusForce.org
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