**July 4, 2026**

**The Honorable Donald J. Trump**
**President of the United States**

**CC:** The Vice President of the United States
**The Secretary of State**

**Subject: Happy 250th Birthday, America**
**Mr. President,**

Today, proud Americans and friends of America throughout the world celebrate the 250th
anniversary of the birth of our great nation—a nation that, for two and a half centuries, has
stood as a beacon of liberty, opportunity, prosperity, and the pursuit of happiness for people
everywhere.

As one humble American citizen, | realize that this birthday letter will be archived among the
millions of messages you receive on this historic occasion. Yet every sincere letter has its
purpose, much like a prayer offered in faith.

You may recall the story | once shared about the elderly rabbi who, for many years, stood every
morning at 10:00 a.m. praying at the Western Wall. One day a reporter asked him, "What do
you pray for every day?" The rabbi replied, "I pray for peace between Jews and Arabs." The
reporter then asked, "After all these years, have you had any success?" The rabbi smiled and
answered, "l am talking to a wall."

Fortunately, that is not my experience. The White House is not a wall. It is occupied by a
President with the vision and courage to listen to reason and to pursue bold solutions.

My recommendations regarding Iran are founded upon two fundamental principles that | have
witnessed throughout my own life: first, while living in Iran during the 1979 Revolution and the
decade that followed; and second, during the thirty-eight years since becoming an American
citizen.

Those two principles remain:

1. A Constitutional Assembly to replace the current Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Iran
with a democratic constitution chosen by the Iranian people.

2. Smart sanctions directed at the regime's ruling elite rather than at the Iranian people.

**Mr. President,**



| originally intended this letter as a response to those who criticize your leadership regardless of
your accomplishments. No matter what you achieve, they find reasons to diminish your
successes and even discourage citizens like me from writing to you.

| believe history will prove otherwise.

Your leadership has already changed the geopolitical landscape of the Middle East. The full
significance of your decisions may not be immediately recognized, but | believe their impact will
become increasingly evident in the years ahead. | also understand why you once said, *"l don't
care about the midterm election."* Leaders who think strategically often focus on history rather
than headlines.

Redirecting the battlefield from military confrontation to constitutional reform in Iran may take
time. It may occur before the midterm elections or afterward. But whenever it comes, it offers a
peaceful and lasting alternative to endless conflict.

As America celebrates its 250th birthday, | remain optimistic about our nation's future. The
United States is on the right path, and this historic Independence Day represents not only a
celebration of our past but also renewed confidence in our future.

May future generations continue to celebrate America's freedom, prosperity, and leadership,
and may the spirit of **Make America Great Again** inspire our nation for many years to come.

With my highest respect,
**Sohrab ChamanAra**

Author of *Mr. Ayatollah, Tear Down This Constitution*
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