January 24, 2026
Dear Mr. President,

As an Iranian-born American citizen who has studied both U.S. foreign policy and the political
psychology of the Islamic Republic for decades, | am writing to urge strategic restraint toward
Iran at a moment of rising regional tension.

It is now clear that U.S. interests in the Middle East are best served by preventing a direct
military conflict with Iran, while preserving maximum strategic leverage. Your first term
demonstrated that peace through strength—applied through sanctions, deterrence, and
transactional diplomacy—reduced conflict risk without empowering adversaries. In 2025, under
your leadership, eight potential regional flashpoints were halted or de-escalated, establishing a
unique record.

Today, however, a combination of external pressure and internal dynamics inside Washington
threatens to force escalation. | respectfully highlight three strategic realities:

1. You Have Never Sought War With Iran

Your public statements and actions during your presidency revealed a consistent pattern:
maximum pressure without entering a shooting war. This was not weakness—Tehran
understood the risk—yet civilians were not sacrificed.

2. There is an Interventionist Ecosystem in Washington

Multiple institutions inside the national security environment — often called by analysts the
interventionist ecosystem — benefit politically and financially from permanent tension with
Iran. Their incentive is escalation, not resolution.

3. A U.S.—Iran Shooting War Would Be a Strategic Catastrophe

A direct war would:

Destabilize global energy markets

Empower Tehran’s hardliners and the IRGC

Rally the Iranian population behind the regime

Undermine peaceful internal political pressure for change

This outcome is the opposite of both U.S. interests and your long-term legacy.
What Iranians Actually Want

The Iranian people are strongly anti-regime, but also strongly anti-war.



War would destroy the very forces inside Iran that seek peaceful transition (Election for
Constitution Assembly and Change of Constitution).

Smart Sanctions, Not War

The Ayatollahs and their families have stolen nearly a trillion dollars and moved it to the West;
simply freezing a few billion dollars in the foreign accounts of the Supreme Leader’s son,

IlI

Mojtaba Khamenei, would be more effective and more “surgical” than bombing Iran.

Smart sanctions against regime oligarchs weaken the IRGC’s financial arteries without provoking
nationalist backlash, and without helping the regime survive through war.

The Political Opportunity for You

By preventing a war that the establishment is sleepwalking into, you will position yourself as the
only U.S. president in 45 years who prevented a regional war in the Middle East. This
strengthens your legacy with American voters, military families, and veterans who are
exhausted by endless conflict.

Conclusion

Mr. President, your instinct is correct: war with Iran is against U.S. strategic interests and would
only benefit adversaries. Strategic restraint will not only protect American lives and resources; it
will reinforce your status as a president who kept America strong without dragging it into
another endless conflict.

With Respect,
Sohrab ChamanAra
Author & Analyst
www.cyrusforce.org
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