July 20, 2026

The Honorable Donald J. Trump ) U3 ) sisa (Y gk day i
President of the United States

CC: The Honorable JD Vance, Vice President of the United States
The Honorable Marco Rubio, Secretary of State

Mr. President,

Few nations have struggled as repeatedly as Iran to establish government under law, only to see
the result taken from them at the final moment.

Iran’s first great historical transformation came fourteen centuries ago, when a population
exhausted by royal absolutism and religious privilege encountered a new message promising
justice and equality. Yet over centuries, religious law and clerical authority again became
instruments of political power. A thousand years of Persian literature records the struggle of
Iranian thinkers and poets against religious hypocrisy and authoritarianism.

The second failure came with the Constitutional Revolution 120 years ago. After decades of
exposure to European constitutional thought and separation of powers, Iranians forced an
absolute monarch to accept constitutional government. Yet clerical influence again entered the
constitutional structure and compromised the aspirations of many who had fought for
government under law.

The third and most recent failure came in 1979.

Iranians revolted against dictatorship expecting independence and political freedom. Before the
April 1979 referendum, Ayatollah Khomeini presented a vision that led many Iranians to believe
their basic freedoms would be protected. After the referendum, however, the promised
constituent process was replaced by a religiously dominated Assembly of Experts, and the
doctrine of Islamic government Khomeini had previously developed became embedded in the
new constitutional system.

That Constitution is the root of Iran’s continuing crisis.

For 48 years, American administrations have negotiated over Iran’s nuclear program, missiles,
terrorism, sanctions and regional activities while largely treating each as a separate problem.
But these are branches. The Constitution is the root.

If American policymakers have not carefully read the Constitution of the Islamic Republic, they
cannot fully understand the government with which they are negotiating—or fighting.



Mr. President, before America drops another bomb on the people of Iran, please read their
Constitution and decide for yourself what created this permanent confrontation.

Iranians inside the country have paid an enormous price demanding fundamental change since
1979. Their demands have appeared in important public declarations signed by recognized
activists inside Iran, including groups of 14, 800, 17 women and 400 citizens.

Meanwhile, much of the Iranian opposition abroad remains divided by personalities, ambitions
and competing claims to future power. They should not be allowed to substitute themselves for
the Iranian people.

There is another danger. After foreign military attacks, Iran’s ancient nationalism can unite even
opponents of the Islamic Republic against an external enemy. A government built around
resistance and martyrdom cannot be understood through military calculations alone.

If the Constitution remains untouched, agreements may come and go, but the confrontation will
continue.

CHANGE THE BATTLEFIELD FROM THE PERSIAN GULF TO THE CONSTITUTION.

Support the right of the Iranian people to convene a genuine Constituent Assembly and write
their own future Constitution. Do not choose Iran’s next ruler. Help create the conditions in
which Iranians can choose their own system of government.

After 48 years, it is time to address the root of the problem.

Respectfully,
Sohrab ChamanAra
Author, “Mr. Ayatollah, Tear Down This Constitution”
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