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**English Translation**

Dear Sir,

Mr. Pezeshkian is well aware of the history surrounding the drafting of the Constitution of the
Islamic Republic and the opposition that emerged against the doctrine of *Velayat-e Faqih*
(Article 5). He also remembers the opposition expressed by the late Ayatollah Taleghani and the
tragic events that unfolded in Kurdistan during the summer of 1979.

Until June 2019, however, opposition to the Constitution remained largely fragmented and
uncoordinated. The publication of the “Statement of the Fourteen” breathed new life into the
constitutional reform movement. Nevertheless, the government diverted public attention



through the fuel-price crisis and subsequently suppressed the nationwide protests of November
20109.

The “Woman, Life, Freedom” movement, which will never disappear from the collective
memory of the Iranian people, was in essence a challenge to Article 5 and Article 8 of the
Constitution, the latter concerning the principle of “enjoining good and forbidding evil.”
Although the movement was forcefully suppressed, its underlying demands remain alive.

Today, the call for a Constituent Assembly and constitutional reform is like a fire beneath the
ashes. It requires the beginning of a broad national dialogue throughout Iran in order to
reemerge as a central political issue.

Over the years, numerous individuals, groups, and political organizations both inside and
outside Iran have drafted proposed constitutions for the country's future. Their hope has been
that, when a Constituent Assembly is eventually convened, the elected representatives of the
Iranian people will be able to draw upon these proposals—more than twenty versions currently
exist—to draft a new constitution for Iran.

Within Iran, one of the best-known proposals was developed by the National Front of Iran, with
its introduction written by Kourosh Zaim more than two decades ago. Subsequently, the Pan-
Iranist Party drafted its own constitutional proposal. In 2009, the Green Movement Lawyers
Association, represented by Shahab Tabatabaei and his colleagues, also published a proposed
constitution.

The constitutional reform discourse has long existed among Iran’s intellectuals and academics.
Even during public meetings between the Supreme Leader and university students,
constitutional issues have occasionally been debated. This process eventually culminated in the
“Statement of 800” in 2025, issued by Mir-Hossein Mousavi while under house arrest.

The Statement of 800 included the support of 160 university professors. Two weeks later,
another statement was issued by seventeen prominent women activists, including Nasrin
Sotoudeh and Narges Mohammadi, emphasizing the necessity of fundamental constitutional
and political reforms.

Even during the twelve-day war and the broader military confrontation involving the United
States, Israel, and the Islamic Republic, a separate statement signed by approximately 400
Iranian activists and public figures called for the formation of a Constituent Assembly and the
drafting of a new constitution.

The foregoing summarizes developments concerning constitutional reform efforts within Iran.

Outside Iran, various groups and individuals have also drafted constitutional proposals. Among
them, one of the most practical and useful versions has been prepared by Dr. Hassan Nayeb



Hashem, residing in Belgium. By removing and revising certain provisions of the current
Constitution, he has produced a text that could serve as a valuable foundation for deliberations
in a future Constituent Assembly. A copy is attached for reference.

Outside Iran, the principal opponents of constitutional reform discussions have generally been
supporters of Reza Pahlavi, whose political outlook remains rooted in the Constitutional
Monarchy framework. Since 2009, a significant portion of the foreign-based opposition and its
supporting media networks have focused on overshadowing the constitutional reform discourse
rather than encouraging a national debate about Iran’s future constitutional order.

In coordination with constitutional reform advocates inside Iran, Cyrus Force in the United
States has identified eight provisions within the Constitution of the Islamic Republic that
explicitly promote ideological hostility and support actions directed against the United States.
These provisions have been presented to American policymakers.

Through books, statements, written communications, and public advocacy, we have consistently
maintained that changing Iran’s Constitution is solely the responsibility of the Iranian people,
and that foreign governments have no legitimate authority to impose constitutional change
upon Iran. However, when a constitution contains provisions explicitly directed against another
nation, that nation has the right to object and to condition the normalization of relations upon
the removal of such provisions.

Accordingly, the United States should carefully examine the Constitution of the Islamic Republic
and raise its objections to these eight provisions through international institutions and forums.

At the same time, the United States should not seek the removal of these provisions through
military action or broad sanctions that harm the Iranian people. The only legitimate and
effective pressure should be targeted sanctions against those individuals who have enriched
themselves through the plunder of Iran’s national wealth over the past four decades and
transferred those assets to the West.

As the latest step in this twenty-year effort, Cyrus Force has published the English-language
book *“Mr. Ayatollah, Tear Down This Constitution.”* The purpose of the book is to open a
serious discussion about the necessity of fundamental constitutional reform and Iran’s political
future.



For nearly half a century, Iranlans have lived under a Constitution born in the
turmoll of 1979 — a Constitution Imposed upon the nation through revolution,

deception, political Iculation, and the collapse of the Moh d Reza
Pahlavi monarchy.
In that histori Ruhollah Kh | and his allles succeeded notonly in
" d g millions of Iranians, butalso many Western governments that falled to
d the Ideological foundations of the emergingstamic Republi

This book argues that the Constitution of the Islamic Republic rests upon three

enduring pillars: poverty, fear, and p crisis. C: ytothe P

of many Western analysts, economic hardship alone does not ity K

theregime. Ina sy bullt upon Ideological I, Isolath d dependency
despread poverty can b a hanism of political survival.

At the same time, decades of regl and | lonal ft th
surrounding Iran have created powerful global interests tied — directly or

Indirectly —to the i lon of this crisis.

The plexity of lran be und d unless poli kers firstread and
truly understand the Constitution of the Islamic Republic and the d of
the Ayatollahs who shaped It.

For forty-seven years, that C has functioned lke a wall d the
Iranian nation — a wall not easily di yed by s bombs, or forelg

Intervention. Behind It, a ruling minority has held millions hostage while much
of the world has gradually adapted itself to the permanence of the system.

This book presents a different path: a peaceful roadmap for democratic transition
Inlran,

And perhaps every serlous conversation about Iran should begin with a simple
sentence:

“Mr. Ayatollah, Tear Down This Constitution.”
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