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English Translation

Repeatedly, it has been stated, written in articles, and discussed in books that Iran must move
toward forming a Constitutional Assembly, so that a new constitution for a parliamentary
system of government may be drafted and ratified.

Only after the political structure and the constitution are defined through the vote of the
people, should leaders be elected.

If leadership is imposed now — before defining the structure and the constitution — the nation
will face the same disaster it witnessed in 1979.

Today, inside Iran, there are dozens of organizations, movements, and political parties, each
with its own historical background and manifesto: the National Front, the Tudeh Party, Pan-
Iranists, the Mojahedin, conservatives, reformists, religious chanters, atheists, National-
Religious, monarchists, constitutionalists, Pahlavi supporters, royalists, republicans, advocates of
laicité, and others.

Each of these groups has its own leaders and prominent figures.

If one of the leaders of these groups — particularly those with greater access to media — is
imposed as the leader of the people in the streets, who are the true initiators of the current
uprising, and if this uprising results in the overthrow of the current regime, then naturally, the
first act of that group will be to draft a new constitution that serves its own interests.

This is natural, and the tragedy of Khomeini’s rise was, in essence, the drafting of a constitution
that served his own Islamic government project.

From the time Khomeini was in Paris until the referendum of April 1, 1979 — the period often
called “the Imam’s Golden Era” — he spoke beautifully about the constitution. But after the
referendum, through deceit, the elimination of opponents, and ultimately the death of
Avyatollah Taleghani, he implemented exactly the Islamic government he had outlined nine years
before the revolution in his book.

This historical experience should make the Iranian people vigilant: instead of manufacturing a
leader, they should demand the formation of a Constitutional Assembly and the drafting of a
new parliamentary constitution by that assembly.
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