July 14, 2026

The Honorable Donald J. Trump
President of the United States

CC: Vice President J.D. Vance
Secretary of State Marco Rubio

Subject: A Strategic Opportunity — The Hormuz Security and Insurance Initiative
Mr. President,

Please do not abandon the strategic idea you mentioned yesterday. I believe it deserves serious
consideration because it reflects a new way of thinking about America's role in protecting one of
the world's most important maritime corridors.

For decades, the United States Navy has carried much of the burden of safeguarding freedom of
navigation in the Strait of Hormuz. American taxpayers have financed this enormous
responsibility, while many nations and international businesses have benefited from the
uninterrupted flow of global commerce.

The question is simple: if others benefit from American security, should they not share fairly in
its cost?

For centuries, the great colonial powers expanded their influence by controlling trade routes and
strategic ports. The United States chose a different path. It championed liberty, open commerce,
and the freedom of navigation. American military strength has protected not only America's
interests but also the prosperity of countless nations that rely on secure international trade.

Today, however, the world has changed.

The United States is far less dependent on imported Middle Eastern oil than it once was. Yet
many countries remain highly dependent on the uninterrupted passage of energy and commercial
goods through the Strait of Hormuz. They continue to benefit from the stability that American
power provides.

Perhaps the time has come for a new model.

Instead of asking American taxpayers alone to bear this responsibility, the nations and companies
that depend on secure shipping could participate in financing it through an international security
framework. Such a system could operate much like an insurance program: those who receive the
protection contribute to its cost, while the United States continues to provide leadership in
maintaining stability and freedom of navigation.

This would not simply be a financial arrangement. It would establish a fair partnership based on
shared responsibility rather than unilateral burden-sharing.



If governments and major commercial stakeholders agree with this principle, the next step would
be to design a practical framework involving participating nations, shipping companies, insurers,
and financial institutions. The result could strengthen maritime security while reducing the
burden on American taxpayers.

Mr. President, great ideas often begin with a single sentence. Your observation has opened the
door to a broader strategic concept that deserves careful examination. It aligns with the principle
that America's leadership should remain strong while ensuring that those who benefit from that
leadership contribute fairly to its cost.

Respectfully,
Sohrab ChamanAra
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