Subject: One Bullet Argument: Constitutional Assembly of Iran
April 11, 2026
Mr. President,

There is one clear, decisive argument you can carry into negotiations with the Iranian
delegation—an argument grounded not in theory, but in the expressed will of the Iranian
people inside Iran:

They seek the formation of a Constitutional Assembly and the revision of the Constitution of the
Islamic Republic.

Even if Iranian negotiators agree to all fifteen of your proposed points and sign an agreement, it
will not be binding unless it is approved by the Supreme Leader (Vali-e Faqih). At present, this
authority is in legal limbo. The previous Supreme Leader has passed, and no successor has been
constitutionally established. Any temporary or informal authority—even a familial successor—
lacks legitimacy under the existing constitution.

Therefore, no agreement reached under these conditions can be considered stable, lawful, or
durable.

More fundamentally, there can be no genuine and lasting agreement without constitutional
change. As | have previously written, key provisions of Iran’s Constitution—including its
preamble and Articles 11, 14, 57, 60, 144, 141, and 154—embed ideological commitments that
institutionalize hostility toward the United States and its allies.

At the same time, protests inside Iran are primarily directed at different provisions—especially
Articles 5, 57, and 100—which establish and empower the doctrine of Velayat-e Fagih. These
reflect the internal demand for sovereignty, accountability, and the limitation of absolute
clerical authority.

This creates a rare and historic convergence:

The United States seeks an end to constitutionally embedded hostility, while the Iranian people
seek structural reform of governance. The solution that satisfies both is a Constitutional
Assembly.

Some constitutional scholars argue that the United States has no standing to call for
constitutional change in Iran. Under normal circumstances, that argument would hold.
However, when a constitution explicitly mandates hostility, supports forces in conflict with the
United States, and directs national institutions toward those ends, it becomes a matter of
legitimate concern for U.S. national security.



Mr. President,

My purpose is not to prescribe policy, but to urge your advisors to closely examine the
Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Iran. From that examination, the strategic path will
become clear.

The final decision, of course, is yours.
Respectfully,

Sohrab ChamanAra www.CyrusForce.org
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